
STEVEN A. THOMPSON 
Executive Director 

October 31,2011 

Gregg M. Sl).errill 
Tenneco 
500 North Field Drive 

.... 
O . KlAHOMA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENiAL QUAliTY 

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUAliTY 

Lake Forest, lllinois 60045 · 

MARY FALLIN 
Governor 

Re: Tenneco's Potential RespoiJ.Sibility for EnVironmental·Issues ~t the Foimer Wilcox Oil 
Company, Bristow, OklalJ.qni~ . . · · 

·Dear Mr. Sherrill: 

' The Oklahoma DepaltiP.ep.t of Environmental Quality (DEQ) ~~ mvestigating a former oil 
refmery~. which was known as Wilcox Oil Company (CERCLIS # OK0001010917) located in 
Bristow, Oklahoma. The property is being investigated by DEQ under the authority of the 
Compreherisive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability A~t of 1980 (CERCLA), as 
amended by the Superfund Amendments 'anq Rea"Qthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), putsuant to a 
Cooperative Agreement (#V-96688701) With the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
The purpose of these investiga~ons is to collect suffl,cient infQrmatioQ. coQ:cerning conditions at 
the site to assess the e~¢ni ofth~ threat the site poses to human h~th and the· eriviro~ent. 

. . c . 

The DEQ has determined that" the site was owned and operated as a refinery from approximately 
1915 to 1963. The Wilco~ Oil Company operated· a crude oil refinery at tlie site fTom the 1920s 
to early 1960s. Available information i;hQicate$ that the Wilcox Oil Company merged with 
Tenneco Oil Company in 1965.· · · · · · · 

The former Wilcox refinery site occupies approximately 125 acres and is located in the N~, · 
NW/4, Section 29, Township 16 North, Rm!ge 9 .East and in SW/4, SW/4, Section 20, Township 
16 North, Range 9 East, Indian Meridi~ Creek County, Oklahoma. A large·volume of visible 

·waste is present at the site, ~cially in the ptoces's area and crude oil tank farm. Elevated levels 
of metals and orga.Iiic compouiidS have been detected in surface soils· and sediments. A church 
with a playground .and six residences are located on the fo~er refinery. Evidence suggests 
numerous childre1;1 reside in each residence. Many of the homes hav~ private wells on· their 
property. 

EPA Region 6 is moving towards .preparation of a ~d Ranking System (HRS) package for· the 
. ·site in order to Sllpport propos.ing the ~i~~ to the National Priorities List. However, Region 6 has 

allowed DEQ an opportunity to ~ntact the potentially responsible parties (PRPs) to discuss options 
available through the .state's voluntary clean .. up program. · 
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The PEQ would like to di~cuss the possibil~ty of.. Tenneco entering our Vol~taty Cleanup or 
Brownfields Program to .address envitonniental co.ntamination at the site. Enclosed is specific 
infonnation indicating the location and ownership. ofthereflnery and the coll,I,lection to Tenneco. 

PI~ contact me }?y ·Decem~r 1, ~0 11, to ~chedule a :rn~ting to discuss this matter. You may 
reach me at (405) 702-.5157 or ~y.brittain@deg.ok.gov. Further infonnation concerning DEQ's 
cleanup programs can be found on our website http://www.deg.state.ok.usllpdnew/ind_e}ch~~ 

Sincerel.y,· 

Jq~ 
·Amy Biittain 
Environmental Programs Manager 
Site Remediation Section · · 
Lap.d Prot~tion DiVision 

Enclosure 

c. ~Y Roberts, PEQ, VCP Section. 
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For.mer Wilcox Oil Refinery, 
Creek County, Bristow, Oklahoma 
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. MB&GDIJ"lal.Cat OIL ~All!' • 

.. .Il'ro mHECO OIL C(J(l>.QX' 

T!2IINECO on C<»Alft, a corporation a..JIL11.1zed om erl5til:lg 

under alld b:y virtue ot the Ge:lere.l Oorporati.OJl IAv:s of the Sta.te or 

"Del&vare, DOES HEREBY c:mTI:FY: . 

FiaST: ~t it 1B the owner ot all tbe islilled and out-

s~ stock of Wilcox Oil Coape.xly1 a Delaware c.orporation. 

SECOl'ID: !I!I&t, 1D accordance witb the provi.sions at Title 

81 Section 253 ot ~ Delavare Code, the Dlard at Direetars of 

Tenoeco 011 O:llqpaey, at a meeting duly couvened and bel4 on September 

7, 1965, acloPted the tolJ,.ol.ling resolutions to merge \JUeox 01.1 

Company i .nto Tezmeco 01:l ~: 

"WEPEKAS; ,. 'l'emlie<:o. OU ~ o~ all the 
iaaued and ~ stock ot Vilcox Oil ~~ 
a Delavare corpora,tion; . e.na, .. 

WJI!l:RFAS, 1t ~i.s deemed .de~irable to merge 
VUco% 01.1 ~ into i'enrieeo 011 Colllpaey: ·· · .· 

Jral, :.t'ffB!i§'ORB1 BE I1' 

RmOLVED, that Tenne.eo Oll CallpaJI;y mera;e 
illto itaeU, azi4 it does heroeby IIII!I'&e into 1t6elt, 
Wilcox Oil. ~ and assumes &ll. or the liabili
ties and obllga~1cms ot sa.1d. wu.cOx 011 Oc:llllpany; 
end t'urther .• 
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~~~-i::e 
OlmeZ:sli:Ul -llillt·.l~~ d .. -~ the 
same 1.n thlt Sta.'te ot ~ purs1mlt to "litle 8, 
SectiQn 253 0~ Tbe ~ COd~; am~ . . . 

RESOIM!'D, ~ tll.e. 0~ of th1& Ca:lptny 
be1 .am tbl!\t ln!rebr- areA r.ut.hl:lr1.zed to do all acts 
8.lld tbinga Whieb · ~ be necessary or proper to 
e:rreet n1d. Jaerser aDd to transter title of tbe 
properties or Wilcox OU Compe:ny to '.l'e!lneCO 011 

~-" 

D wnBSS WHEBECF
1 

said '1'BBNECO OIL CCMPAliY ba.s caused ita 

eorpon:te &.e&l to be hereuow affixed and th1s certificate to be 

sigDed by II. E. scorr, its President, and L. R. SPEICE, its SecN!tarY I 

th.i~ 7th dAy of September, 196~. 

'l':t.::s:J!.OO on CCMP.AH! 
~ 

SBAt 
DEMilARB 

1960 

w. B. Scott 
President 

L. R. Spenc.e 
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BE IT B1iMBm!RED that ou thia 7th dq or September, 1.965, 

per:sODal.ly came before me, a Botary Pu.btie in and for the OoliDtq and 

State a1'oreA1.d, V. E. SCO'J."l', President of 1ii1'lJi!CO OIL COO'ANI1 a 

corporation ~ the state ~ De.l.slrare1 the eor.,"'l'ation descr1be:l in 

ud '17hl.eh eue~ the forego~ ce:rt:1ticate, know to De pereo~ 

to be such, ud he, the said V. B. 6001"1'1 u llliCh Pre~1dezrt1 duly 

executed said Cutifieate betore me and acmovJ..edse4 the S&1d Cert1f1-

ea."te to .be his act and deed and the act ar.d dfoed ar said corporation; 

that tbe s.f8Datures or the said Pres1dent and of the 5eeretarr of 

£&:i.d corpont.ion to S&1.cl foregoing Certi.tieate ere 1n the bal:ldvriting 

ar the S&1d President and Secr!itar:Y ~ aa1d corporation respectively, 

8lld that tbe seal. atrind to 5&.14 Certificate 1.5 tbe CClliiCOil or 

corporate .aeal. ot eai.d corporatiOn . 

IIi WITl!IBSS lmEBEOP', I have hereunto set J113 balld 8Dd 6eal ot 

otti ce the da7 &.J.:Id year atoreaid. 

liOTARY PUBLIC 
SEAL 

a,~ or Rania, 'l'exas 
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J. £ltaJJa e. ilukta . .9'~ el' ~ ¥ lk ~ tf ~di(UrB, 
bn lfttthgtrrttfutAatlktdo.efMUI~i6at.cuJaad~~~ 

Certificate of OWnership of the .,'l'Elli..~O O!L COMPA!I.'Y", merging the 

"W:O:.CCiX c.=:.; COMPANY~, pursuont to Section 253 o£ the General 

Corporati.o::. L~.,. of the State of Del.awere, !!s received and filed in 

this of:E:l.ca the ni.nth d.!lY of Septe~r, A.D. 1965, a~ 10 o'clock 

A.M. 

.Jn wratbuD&qJ ~. J~~JJ-y.~ 
eutd~MJaiJ~d.id tenth ~ 

o/- September llr..~t/'OU4t!flwd 
tnutku.uuut~~tMC:atf:.-. ___ si.x_ ty....:.._- _fi_ve_ . 

4~ i 
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LAND PROTECTION DIVISION 
CONTROL SHEET 

Subject: \.A f. \co1 t3R)> uMc,/gram Code 6&3 

Type of Letter:-----------------

Date Draft Submitted: --=-\ 0=-+J ..... 3~{_7,_/...~o,l~,?J__.,/-+( ____ _ 

Send Copies to:----------------

1. 

2. 

Typist 

Preparer (Add or mark through names listed below as 
appropriate for review of this letter) 

Initials Date 

_.:,._~-....:....-=1 D--~--=-t~ t}zo f f 
__,_A~t~------i-l~D}stj?or; 

Letters to be submitted ~ draft (not ~n letterhead) form to the following: / 

3. Preparer'sSupervisor ~.-k $ 1;/1 jl/ 
4. Compliance 

5. Attorney/Legal 

6. Clerical 

7. Signatory 

8. 

Final letter (prepared on letterhead & ready for mailing) to be submitted to the following: 

1. Preparer (I have re-read this letter for content & quality) 

2. Data Entry (if applicable) 

3. Clerical ~ 

4. Preparer's Supervisor 

5. Signature 

Letter will be returned to clerical perso.n for copying and mailing. 

Date letter mailed/Initial: -------
Certified Mail # -----------------(This control sheet is to be attached to file copy of final letter and placed in facility file.) 

Revised 4/29/03 
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